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Born in Barcelona in 1976, Mauro Herce graduated in Engineering (Polytechnics
of Catalonia) and Fine Arts (University of Barcelona), before he enrolled at the
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Yi:::’;’; a’;gd 25?0‘3”7 2015 P he has been working as a director of photography and occasional screenwriter !
00 ey proau n: % in more than twenty feature films, fiction and documentary. Some of these works, such
D,e-.”L 3 as Arraianos, The fifth gospel of Kaspar Hauser, Ocaso, A puerta fria and Slimane. have been |

8 selected, and have won awards, in important international festivals. :
@ Dead Slow Ahead is his first feature film as a director. !
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Jasmina Sijercié, Mauro Herce (Bocalupo Films) i : Dead Slow Ahead es su primer largometraje como director.

Seript: Manuel Muffoz R., Mauro Herce @
-

Ocaso y




DEAD SLOW AHEAD DEAD SLOW AHEAD

A\ film by Mauro Herce : A film by Mauro Heree

“We wanted to make a documentary about life at sea as if it were
a science fiction movie in space. Because it is no longer about how we

imagine a ship of the future and how life on it might be; it s about showing

how this future, anticipated many times in _fiction, is already happening today.” :
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“temos querido hacer un documental sobre la vida en el mar como si se tratase

de una pelicula de ciencia ficcion ambientada en el espacio. Porque ya no se trata
de imaginar como serd esa nave del futuro y como se vivird en clla, sino de mostrar : DIRECTOR'S NOTIE
como ese futuro, tantas veces anticipado en la ficcion, acontece ya hoy.”

We imagined that we were filming the last ship of mankind; a ship where
the crew has not realized that the world has come to an end and continues
to perform mechanical actions, subordinated to the needs of this floating
H steel monster which they keep feeding up to unconsciousness. Dead Slow Ahead
is the portrayal of this very contemporary nightmare, with no intention
however to condemn it nor to provide a sociological pamphlet. The aim is a
different one, it’s about capturing the most primitive and essential images
1 of this universe: the forge where man becomes smaller in the face of a sentence
: that the exceeding and overwhelming machinery imposes on him. A machine that
i never rests, just 1ike the numb head of the man who created it or the exhausted
SYNOPSIS : sailor who Tives on it. A1l seem to have forgotten the meaning of creation
—_— i in some foreign corner of the universe.

A freighter crosses the ocean. The hypnotic rhythm of its pace reveals the i
continuous movement of the machinery devouring its workers: the old sailor’s :
gestures disappearing under the mechanical and impersonal pulse of the
21st century. Perhaps it is a boat adrift, or maybe just the last example
of an endangered species with engines still running, unstoppable.




